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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To protect the recording surface of an optical disk from 
the dust, fingerprints, etc., by blocking the light irradiation hole 
of an optical disk cartridge with a transparent member. 

CONSTITUTION: The square or rectangular upper and lower cases la 
and lb are put on each other at the end side part and fixed to each 
other. Then an optical disk D is rotatably stored into the cases la 
and lb. The case la contains an oblong light irradiation hole 2 at 
the position of the recording surface of the disk D. Then the hole 2 
is blocked with a transparent plate 4 made of an acrylic material, 
etc. At the same time, a protecting plate 5 having a larger area than 
the hole 2 is slidably attached to a level difference part 3 so that 
the plate 5 can open and close the hole 2. In such a constitution, 
the lock is released and the plate 5 is slided at recording and 
reproduction. Then the hole 2 is exposed via the plate 4 and the disk 
D is irradiated by the laser light. The plate 5 is closed and locked 
except the recording/reproducing state to protect the recording 
surface of the disk D from the dust, fingerprints, etc. 
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